
Gov. Andrew Cuomo has
not merely acquiesced to a
DEC-driven request for
expanded hunting and trap-
ping in NYS, he has played
an extraordinarily active
role in promoting it by insert-
ing it as Section I (letter i) into
the NYS Budget, and impos-
ing deadline pressure on the
legislators to pass the budget.
Even legislators who were not
happy with Section I voted for
the budget, since it included
provisions for the essential
financing of the State.

We want our members to
see Mr. Cuomo in full action
by clicking on the videos that
you will find on page 3 in the
electronic version.

If you are receiving hard
copy only, please visit these
websites:

Cuomo’s dangerous plan
can be viewed at 
https://tinyurl.com/CuomoDangPlan

Cuomo’s deadly proposal in
full:  
https://tinyurl.com/Cuomo-w-TedNug

--------------------------
Please let Gov. Cuomo

know how you and the ani-
mals feel:
https://www.governor.ny.gov/contact/Gov
ernorContactForm.php 

or call 518 474-8390
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that would effect our goal overnight, a
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hope for building a succession of wins,
and if not wins immediately then at
least a succession of stirrings of con-
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those who are still silent to speak out,
awakening community after community
about the heavy hand of state and fed-
eral wildlife management agencies. We
hope to alter whatever belief still exists
that sport hunters are conservationists
and champions of the environment to a
realization that they are destroyers of
wildlife and ecosystems in the narrow
and broad sense. Where the natural
feeling for wildlife doesn’t exist, we
strive to engender among citizens out-
rage that their own rights are violated
by legal hunting and their quality-of-life
diminished.
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NYS GOVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO
WANTS MORE OF THIS:

EXPANDED BOBCAT TRAPPING, EXPANDED TRAPPING AND
HUNTING, CROSSBOWS, SMALLER BUFFERS TO HOMES!

BY C.A.S.H. TEAM

Wild animals suffering in traps
about to be killed
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https://www.governor.ny.gov/contact/GovernorContactForm.php or 518 474-8390
http://www.scribd.com/doc/79839331/DEC-draft-bobcat-management-plan-2012-2017
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Joe's Journal
3-26-14
Another winter has come and gone,

and this one has taken
with it the job of anoth-
er New Mexico Game
and Fish official.
Former Chair of the
state Game

Commission Scott Bidegain resigned
after being accused of helping to ille-
gally hunt a cougar on his family's
cattle ranch in February.  Upon learn-
ing that charges were pending,
C.A.S.H. went into action demanding
that Bidegain be replaced by some-
one with an interest in preserving and
protecting wildlife instead of slaugh-
tering them for recreation.  This
prompted angry letters in New
Mexico's newspapers from hunters
crying that C.A.S.H.'s extreme "knee-
jerk reaction" of banning hunting and
fishing not be heeded.

Knee-jerk reaction?  Hardly. We
have been studying the operations of
the hunting cartel for nearly forty
years and our research points us in a
single direction - the North American
model of wildlife management is an
exercise in needless violence and
exploitation, all for the sake of a tiny
minority who enjoy killing harmless
and helpless animals.  "Wildlife
Management" as they like to call it, is
responsible for destroying habitat, the
destruction of BILLIONS of animals,
and the deaths of tens of thousands of
people through hunting accidents and
automobile collisions with wildlife.

Bidegain is not the only hunting
agency official in recent years to have

been nabbed for illegal or unethical
hunting:

• In 2007 New Mexico's Game and
Fish Director Bruce Thompson
resigned after illegally hunting on
private property without permission. 

• In 2012 the head of California's
Fish and Game Commission went to
Idaho to kill a mountain lion, despite
the fact that mountain lion hunting is
illegal in California.  Soon after-
wards, Dan Richards was removed as
president of the Game Commission
by a unanimous vote.  

As the great comedian Richard
Belzer once said, "How many ladles
of putrid stew must you have before
you realize the whole pot is bad?"

If state game agencies are the pot,
its officials and its constituents are
the putrid stew.  It's a system that is
irredeemable and must be dismantled
and rebuilt upon an ethic of respect
and protection for wildlife and habi-
tat. We will never stop fighting the
violence and exploitation that pass-
es as routine business; the hunters
know this and they have been using
every opportunity to speak out
against us. We're on their radar
because we're making a difference.

Never forget that hunters and their
puppets in state government are
always working against the animals.
A recent bill in Georgia would have
allowed hunters and trappers to cage
wildlife and set their dogs upon the
captive animals if they claimed that
doing so was a "training exercise."
Videos posted online show hunting
dogs barking around a raccoon in a
cage, which is lowered and raised

repeatedly.  Recognizing that this bill
would have legalized torture,
activists including those from
Georgia Animal Rights and
Protection and the League of
Human Voters Georgia went into
action and successfully killed the bill
in the state senate.

Reacting to anti-wildlife initia-
tives is vital, but we also must build
an ethic of respect for wildlife in
young people before the violent
anti-wildlife forces pollute their
minds and destroy their hearts.
Let's take our kids out of our homes
and into the outdoors. Give them a
camera, a set of binoculars, and a book
on animal tracks.  Teach them that
nature has a value far greater than
whatever people can imagine it to be.
When children are taught to enjoy the
outdoors and respect its inhabitants,
killing wildlife through hunting, trap-
ping, and fishing will never come into
their minds.  Studies have shown that
if a child is not brainwashed into
becoming a hunter by age sixteen it is
very unlikely that they will ever
become hunters at any stage of their
lives.  Elmer Fudd's Kryptonite: edu-
cation, understanding, and empathy.  

Have a wonderful summer.  Go
hiking, boating, camping and wildlife
watching.  And if you're in an area
affected by drought as we are here in
New Mexico, set some water out for
the birds and for the critters who will
cross your property.  They will be
happy you did.

Joe

Unidentified photos  all from this website: http://tinyurl.com/q63vmpb

CUTE LITTLE PINK RIFLES…
When we Googled "pink rifles" this came up!

We must

teach them

a kinder

way!

http://tinyurl.com/q63vmpb
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Gov. Andrew Cuomo Gives 
Hunters and Trappers the Key to NY

If you are receiving this electronically, please play the videos to see for yourselves.

This display was designed by C.A.S.H. to have Section I (letter i) removed from the NYS budget.

Gov. Cuomo wants to

bring hunters closer to

our homes

Click here to watch

Gov. Cuomo's 

dangerous plan

Crossbows can be

bought for 

as little as $17

Gov Cuomo plans to

attract many 

out-of-state hunters

Ted Nugent in Central Park

Click here to watch 

Gov. Cuomo's Proposal in full

Gov. Cuomo is 

indifferent to 

suffering wildlife

Gov. Cuomo  engages in

and encourges sport

hunting

Gov. Cuomo wants to

expand bobcat trapping

Click the nightmarish

image above to stop

this cruel plan!

https://www.change.org/petitions/state-sen-jeffrey-klein-stop-crossbow-hunting-remove-section-i-letter-i-from-governor-cuomo-s-budget-plan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A20HEBn8yyU
http://www.governor.ny.gov/embed/02122014-lifetime-adventure-license?width=500&height=500&iframe=true


PAGE 4

In this draft plan, the Bureau of
Wildlife (BOW) of the DEC proposes
eliminating all mute swans by 2025.
BOW asserts that the mute swan is not
native, is aggressive, destroys sub-
merged aquatic vegetation (SAV), dis-
places native wildlife species,
degrades water quality, and is haz-
ardous to aviation.

The plan proposes entirely wiping
out all free-ranging mute swans, in
spite of the observation that the mute
swan population in NYS has been sta-
ble over the past decade, and over a
period of 110 years has grown to a total
state population of merely 2,200 indi-
viduals. 

In the section titled: MANAGE-
MENT GOALS AND STRATEGIES,
Point 1, it is clear that one ultimate
goal of the plan is the replacement of
mutes with trumpeter and tundra
swans. BOW writes: As trumpeter
swans…and tundra swans (both of
which are native to North America)
become more common in New York,
they may satisfy some of the public
desire to see free-ranging swans in NY,
so outreach efforts will direct some
interests to those native species. The
statement would give the impression
that the population of trumpeter swans
is naturally occurring. However,
building a free-ranging, breeding
population of trumpeter swans is an
orchestrated introduction of this
species that was never native to New
York State.

One need only look at the website of
the special interest group, the
Trumpeter Swan Society, headquar-
tered in MN, to learn its goals and
affiliation with wildlife management
agencies, and its persistent, aggressive,
and, no doubt, well-funded demand to
introduce this swan species throughout
the United States, although it is well-
documented that their breeding range
never included eastern states.

Wildlife Watch opposes this plan
which seeks to destroy the natural-
ized mute swans, and further oppos-

developer and large political con-
tributor. Among the people he has
entertained at Savannah Dhu is
Governor Andrew Cuomo going
back to his days as a NYC housing
official. In addition to Savannah
Dhu, there are other canned hunt
facilities in NYS where swans may
be hunted. Please visit this link if
there is any doubt that swans are
hunted privately in NYS, and note
that all are licensed by BOW: 
www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/spfactsheet.pdf 

Waterfowl managers do not want
huntable populations of waterfowl,
including Canada geese, reduced by
mute swans, although trumpeter swans
will have the same impact as the mutes
do now once they are introduced as
free-ranging breeding populations.

On federal waterfowl management
areas in NYS, and NYS wildlife man-
agement areas, population controls are
minimized so as to yield the largest
waterfowl populations. On those
lands, habitat and water manipulation
favor maximum populations. Further,
within the management areas, wild
animals are trapped, and even dogs and
cats may be shot on sight for the threat
they pose to waterfowl populations.

Replacing mutes with trumpeters has
been discussed at flyway meetings at
the behest of the Trumpeter Swan
Society and hunters for at least 20
years. I personally recall a committee
meeting at which waterfowl manage-
ment agents discussed trying to find
evidence that trumpeters were ever in
the Atlantic Flyway so that they could
legally proceed with a more palatable
“REintroduction.” When one water-
fowl manager said he had found a cita-
tion that indicated there was a trum-
peter spotted in the 1800s, they all
seemed to breathe a sigh of relief!

Allowing the population to gradual-
ly be reduced by natural population
controls, ending habitat manipulation

es the implementation of an introduc-
tion of non-NYS native swans, which
is currently in progress.  Aside from
not being native New Yorkers, there is
no evidence that trumpeter swans will
be at all different in the very aspects
that are being used to condemn the
mute swans. In fact, the larger size of
trumpeters ensures that they will
require more food, and will defecate
even more than their naturalized
cousins.

BOW’s draft management plan incor-
porates so many “mays” and “coulds,”
that it skates along the edge of truth
while propagandizing. For example, it
asserts that “Too much fecal matter
[they assume ALL fecal matter is caused
by mute swans, and not humans or other
wildlife] MAY contribute to fecal col-
iform, which MAY be a concern to pub-
lic health, and COULD affect shell fish-
ing on Long Island.” Such uncertainty
expressed here indicates that mute swan
fecal matter IS NOT a REAL concern.
We ask (rhetorically) if the poop from
leaching septics, kids who swim in the
water, dogs who play in the water, and
huntable waterfowl who live in the
water, is a politically sanitized poop that
renders it of no concern?

The Draft Plan, in keeping with
BOW’s wildlife management for
hunting goals, naturally proposes
allowing the hunting of mute swans,
along with removing them for private
enterprises. That, while trumpeters
are being bred and introduced at two
primary sites in NYS. One site is the
private 5,000 acre canned hunt facili-
ty called Savannah Dhu, which is
owned by Robert Congel, a mall

Wildlife Watch’s Shortened Comments on the
Draft Management Plan for Mute Swans in NYS

BY ANNE MULLER

Please see MUTE SWANS Story,
Page 5
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Mute Swans
Continued from page 4

on wildlife management areas, end-
ing cooperative agreements with
large landowners to allow their lands
to be used for propagation, stopping
the trapping of natural predators,
allowing the swan population to keep
the Canada goose population in check
during breeding seasons, are all alter-
natives that should be used – and
would be used if BOW were not man-
aging wildlife strictly for the benefit
of the small minority of the popula-
tion that hunts.

While the DEC is a proponent of
hydraulic fracturing (fracking), a
process for extracting gas that is
notorious for destroying drinking
water - and for which there is plen-
ty of data documenting the deadly
consequences for every species that
lives in a fracked area — it seems
extremely hypocritical of the DEC
to be so concerned over the few
mute swans who eat SAV, thus pro-
posing an extremist plan to kill
them all.

Oblivious to its own discordance,
illogic, and misplaced concerns,
BOW arrogantly lists the ways they
should spend our tax dollars to con-
vince us that 100% removal of mute
swans is necessary, and they insist it
must be done fast in order to protect
the environment: BOW suggests
printing brochures to overcome what
they call the lack of understanding by
the public about why it’s important to
kill or remove the mute swans. They
also suggest assigning staff to cooper-
ate with “conservation [hunting]
groups” in local areas and encourage
municipalities to allow public and
private areas to be used to kill and
capture mute swans.

In Point 5 of the Plan, which on its
surface seems benign, they suggest
“Allow[ing] free-ranging mute swans
to be taken and possessed by licensed
persons.” However, Wildlife Watch
would object to this if the capture and
possession were not in the best inter-
est of the swans. If the possessor is a
wildlife rehabilitator, a park such as

However, the general public should
not be exposed unwittingly to the
potential food safety risks of con-
suming wild game which are
‘processed’ in this fashion.

BOW’s imprudent suggestion
stands in stark contrast to a recent
recall of 9 million pounds of meat
because, according to the USDA, it
was processed “without the full bene-
fit of federal inspection.”

-------------------------- 
WE CALL UPON NY TO

SPARE THE MUTE SWANS
FROM DAMOCLES’ SWORD.

We call upon Mayor Bill De Blasio
to keep our NYC owned property in
the state safe for wild animals and for
the public. We urge him to keep our
mute swans safe from BOW’s plans
to rid the state of them.

IF OUR REGULATORS CAN
NOT REGULATE, THEN OUR
LEGISLATORS MUST LEGIS-
LATE.

In the light of its plans to pass reg-
ulations to eliminate the free-ranging
mute swan population, we ask that
our NYS Legislature take active con-
trol over BOW that operates within
the DEC. Regulatory free rein has
truly been a reign of terror against
wildlife. The only way the majority
of people, the real public, not merely
hunters, can ever have hope of taking
back its wildlife from the deadly
grasp of BOW (a bureau tied to the
firearms industry and in the business
of killing wild animals) is to put
BOW under legislative control. 

Mute swans are, in truth, among the
most magnificent animals to grace
our sad world.

Since the plan was announced, it
has come under so much attack
from the public that BOW sent the
agents back to the drawing board.
We applaud NYS Senator Tony
Avella who has introduced S6589,
which imposes a two-year morato-
rium on the killing of mute swans
by declassifying them as a “pro-
hibited invasive species.”

--------------------------
Please see:  

http://youtu.be/hU9tWcG0yrQ
View the Regal Swan Society video 

Popcorn Park in NJ, a place of sanctuary
for the welfare of the swans, then we
can accept Point 5 if the condition of the
swan warrants it. If, however, the pur-
pose is to use the swans for canned hunt
operations, for breeding, for sale to fur-
ther exploit them, or for any purpose
that does not benefit the individual
swans, then Wildlife Watch opposes it.
Point 5 needs to be very carefully
detailed, and necessitates far more
transparency of purpose and scope than
the Plan presently provides.

Finally, to whitewash the killing of
mutes, BOW’s Plan proposes donating
the flesh of mute swans to zoos and the
“needy.” This is risky business at best

as the USDA does not inspect wild ani-
mal flesh. As there is no control of the
living conditions of the animal, the con-
taminants the animal has been subjected
to in the environment, the food the ani-
mal has eaten prior to being killed, or
the water they have drunk, they can
offer no guarantees as to the quality of
the meat. Basically, a hunter inspection
involves a quick look.

In 1996, the NYS Department of
Health, Social Services and Ag &
Markets were asked to approve deer
flesh from a cull for distribution to
the “poor and needy.” They said, We
cannot, and should not engage in
selective enforcement of the law or
establish separate standards of food
safety. The poor and homeless are
entitled to receive the same level of
health protections from government as
those more fortunate…We do not take
issue with hunters who choose to con-
sume game meat which they have
killed since they do so at their own risk.

Majestic swans reduced to this sad state
by BOW.  Photo is from BOW's website:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7076.html
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C.A.S.H. COMMENTS ON:
THE BLACK BEAR MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR NEW

YORK STATE 2014-2024
These are formal comments submitted to counter proposals by the game agencies.

The Committee to Abolish Sport
Hunting (CASH), a wildlife protec-
tion organization with offices in New
York and New Mexico, hereby sub-
mits comments, on behalf of our
members, to the New York State
Bureau of Wildlife’s (BoW), Black
Bear Management Plan (BBMP) for
New York State 2014-2024 

CASH understands that the BoW is
an entity that is biased in favor of
hunters, and gives their interests pref-
erence over those of wildlife. This
bias is confirmed by the BoW in its
BBMP as one of its stated goals is to
“Ensure that we provide sustainable
uses of New York’s wildlife for an
informed public.” (BBMP p2) The
BoW has a long history of catering to
hunting industry interests, despite
another of its stated goals: to
“Ensure that we meet the public
desire for: information about wildlife
and its conservation, use, and enjoy-
ment; understanding the relationships
among wildlife, humans, and the
environment; and clearly listening to
what the public tells us,” (Emphasis
added) (p2) and despite the acknowl-
edged fact that the “(Department of
Environmental Conservation) must
address public concern for the health
and welfare of bears…” (p8)

Because BoW actions have tradi-
tionally favored hunting and building
support for hunting among the state’s
overwhelmingly non-hunting public
(p23), its statements have implied an
exaggerated risk to human safety
associated with the state’s bear popu-
lation (“managing bear populations is
critically important and managers are
challenged to balance diverse public
interests in bears with concern for
public safety”) despite the state’s
bears never having been shown to be

a significant public safety risk. (p5)
The BoW considers its priorities to be
to “1) maintain bear populations at
levels acceptable to the public; 2) pro-
mote and enhance bear hunting as an
important management tool; 3) mini-
mize the frequency and severity of
human-bear conflicts; 4) foster under-
standing and communication about
bear ecology, management, and con-
flict avoidance; 5) and ensure that the
necessary resources are available to
support effective management of
black bears in New York.” (p5) 

Despite the majority of human-
bear “conflicts” that are simple nui-
sance behaviors, such as bears feed-
ing from bird feeders or garbage
cans (p19), the BoW continues to
mislead the public into thinking
that bears pose a safety risk great
enough to warrant killing them in
all portions of upstate New York.
(p16) It is interesting to note that the
BBMP states that human-bear con-
flicts in southern New York have
become more widespread as bear
hunting has increased and that this
has prompted authorities to reevaluate
bear management practices and poli-
cies (p7), though it is likely that the
newly drafted practices and policies
will lead to increased human-bear

conflicts and possibly a safety issue
where none currently exists.

Because the BoW acknowledges
“the relationship between population
size and frequency of conflicts is influ-
enced by availability of natural foods,
accessibility of human-related foods
(e.g., garbage, birdseed), and by public
reporting rates,” (p11) one would
believe that the reasonable and most
effective response to the frequency and
kind of conflicts experienced by New
York State residents would be one of
public education, legislation, and law
enforcement regarding the public’s
intentional and unintentional feeding
of bears in areas where they are known
to frequent. However, even a cursory
reading of the BBMP tells the reader
that the plan is weighted heavily
toward hunting as the primary method
of addressing human-bear conflicts,
despite the BoW’s own data suggest-
ing that increased hunting may be
responsible for increased human-bear
conflicts (p7).

Though wildlife is held in trust
for the public, it is managed by the
state for the <4% of the population
that hunts wildlife for sport.
Nowhere is this made clearer than
in the BBMP that seeks to expand
bear hunting to all parts of upstate
New York despite bear hunters
being less than 0.1% of the state’s
population. (p16)

Throughout the BBMP, mention is
made of the necessity or desire to
increase the number of bear hunters,
increase access to bear hunting oppor-
tunities, and increase the number of
bears killed by hunters (pp 16, 17, 33)
and it intends to do this by dissemi-

Please see C.A.S.H. 
COMMENTS Story, Page 7

BY JOE MIELE

From a site that 

promotes bear hunting

as “fun.”
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C.A.S.H. COMMENTS
Continued from page 6

nating its pro-hunting propaganda to
conservation organizations, schools
and community groups (p23) and to
allow hunters to kill bears of any age,
including immature cubs, in all areas
of the state where bears will be legal-
ly hunted (33). The BoW makes no
mention of any surveys having been
done on New York residents in regard
to their acceptance of hunting juve-
nile bears who have emerged from
their dens for the first time, despite its
oft-stated desire for public input and
opinion.

Because the DEC’s intent is to fos-
ter a bear hunting culture among New
Yorkers (p33) and to convince the
public that killing immature bear cubs
is an ethical activity, it seeks to regu-
late “alternative harvest techniques”
such as use of bait, pursuit with
hounds, trapping or spring hunts
despite such techniques being illegal
in New York. (p17). Whether it
intends to do this through regulation
change or just through not enforcing
current conservation law is not
known.

CASH is dissatisfied with - and
vehemently opposed to - the current
BBMP and the proposed BBMP for
2014-2024. We believe the plan will
not only damage the state’s bear popu-
lation, but the proposed expansion of
bear hunting will endanger the public
to an even greater degree. With hunt-
ing being responsible for more injuries
and deaths every year than can be
attributed to bears, any expansion of
hunting can only create a greater risk
to public safety and well being.

Because the DEC has seen human-
bear conflicts increase with increased
bear hunting (p7) a different approach
must be taken if the BoW expects the
public to believe they have the best
interests of wildlife at heart. DEC
regulation 6 NYCRR Part 187.1 must
be amended to prohibit all incidental
or indirect feeding of bears in New
York State, not just deliberate feed-

ing. It is the incidental or indirect
feeding that generates most com-
plaints about bear behavior in the
state.

As the DEC has seen, successful
implementation of regulation 6
NYCRR Part 190.13 which requires
the use of bear resistant food canisters
by backcountry campers in the
Eastern High Peaks Wilderness has
resulted in fewer human-bear con-
flicts in the backcountry. (p20)
Expanding this program to cover all
areas of the state known to be “bear
country” will have a similar effect and
will show that hunting is not an
appropriate response to a situation
that can be resolved through peaceful
means. As is stated in the BBMP,
“Several communities are transition-
ing toward greater use of bear resist-
ant dumpsters and garbage cans for
commercial and residential trash
management.” (p20) This will have
a direct effect on the number of com-
plaints due to bear activity and the use
of bear resistant dumpsters and
garbage cans should be mandatory
and enforced.

Another critical part of the
BBMP should be support for
wildlife rehabilitators who care for
animals injured and orphaned as a
result of the BoW’s aggressive and
excessive bear hunting program.
The public is greatly concerned
about the welfare of injured or
orphaned wildlife, and the DEC has
the obligation to provide for the
animals who are made to suffer
because of its programs. Aside from
licensing, training and evaluating
wildlife rehabilitation facilities, the
DEC should provide funding for
licensed facilities so they can contin-
ue to carry out their lifesaving work.
It is almost incomprehensible that
wildlife rehabbers are licensed by the
DEC and are tasked with cleaning up
the mess created by the DEC, yet
receive no monetary support from the

agency despite an operating budget of
over $400 million.

The DEC’s failure to financially
support the critical work done by
wildlife rehabilitators clearly shows
how the agency values violence and
killing over life saving work that
protects and restores the beauty of
the state’s fauna. The state is
responsible for much of the expenses
incurred by wildlife rehabilitators
and it needs to compensate rehabili-
tators for their financial burden.

Lastly, given that wildlife watching
in New York generates more than 3.5
times the amount of revenue generated
by hunters in New York (U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service 2011 National Survey
of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-
Associated Recreation report for New
York, p13), the DEC needs to immedi-
ately end its reliance upon the hunting
and weapons industries as a significant
source of its funding. As participation
rates for hunting wane with each
passing year, the DEC will need to
stop relying upon and catering to
hunters and instead turn to the non-
hunting, wildlife watching public to
support programs that peacefully
and non-violently enhance not only
wildlife watching opportunities, but
also protect wildlife and habitat for
decades to come.

Visit the website of Bear
Education and Resource - BEAR 
www.savenjbears.com/ and use their
material in your efforts to save bears.
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Trailsafe Nevada Background 
In February 2007  reports of several

dog trappings alongside popular local
hiking trails hit the media. Snow cov-
ered the devices, creating an unseen
hazard. Duke, a big yellow Lab
trapped by the jowls, got the most
attention. His owner managed to call a
ranger, and Duke was freed with only
minor injuries. A few more inches and
the trap would have squashed his
throat. Owner Carol Grigus’ outrage
sparked a hail of letters to the edi-
tor, activists met, and TrailSafe was
launched. We began collecting simi-
lar stories. Today approximately 100
pet trapping stories occupy  17 pages
on our website.

We first approached the County
Commission pointing out the obvi-
ous public safety hazard of traps set
trailside. They shuffled us off to the
Wildlife Commission (NBWC), where
we encountered the convoluted maze
of bureaucracy surrounding wildlife.
In Nevada, the Nevada Department of
Wildlife (NDOW) is regulated by the
NBWC with input from 17 county
Advisory Boards (CABs). Therefore,
to change any regulations, one has to
petition one’s local CAB. If they vote
to act, the matter is referred to the
NBWC which meets monthly. The
NBWC could vote to act on the item,
or to form  a subcommittee , such as

the Trapping Regulation Committee
(TRC), which will hold months of
hearings. We are told this gives  the
public ample opportunity for input.
But for us it is a process of exhaustion
and erosion.

We were lucky in 2007, and by
November achieved a regulation
requiring a 1000 foot trap setback
from 5 local hiking trails.

Western states have vast public
lands where most trapping takes
place. Nevada covers 110,567 square
miles, making it the 7th largest of the
50 states. 82.9% of this land is pub-
lic land: i.e. managed by the Federal
Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) or the Forest Service
(USFS).

You may ask: since trapping is
indiscriminate, cruel and outdated,
and since pelt sales allow a mere 1,314
of Nevada’s 2.5 million people to
profit from our public lands and the
wildlife which by law belong to all of
us, why not petition for an end to trap-
ping on public lands?  Arizona banned
trapping on public lands by citizen-
initiated state statute in November,
1994. Seven other states have bans:
California, Colorado, Washington,
Massachusetts, Florida, Rhode Island,
New Jersey. Hawaii has never had
recreational trapping.

Spurred on by mounting reports
from furious pet owners, and by some
particularly egregious trappings with-
in city limits at a family riverside park,
we resumed action in 2011.  It was
alarming to discover incorporated
areas had no protection. NBWC
hemmed and hawed and stalled us, so
we turned to the state legislature. Our
bill, SB226, passed in 2011. We
achieved ½ mile trap setback from
residences in populated areas. This
sounds better than it is. We had to
grant some exemptions and we had
to accept that the vast reaches of the
state remain open to trapping , but

the common sense point that trap-
ping has no place in highly congest-
ed areas prevailed.

Nevada’s legislature meets every
other year. So in 2013 after futile argu-
ments with the NBWC, we again
sought legislation. Our bill SB213
passed but was severely amended. The
results:

a. Mandatory trap registration
was reinstated. A zealous trapper had
managed to overturn the state’s trap
registration laws in 1995. But we pre-
vailed and overturned his measure.
Unfortunately, after passage of the
bill, trappers came up with some spe-
cious objections and enactment of this
measure is held up in the Legislative
Commission. Without trap registra-
tion, game wardens and pet owners
have no way to fix liability for viola-
tions or damages. Trapper support-
ers, in this case the Farm Bureau,
claim they’ll have to register their
household mousetraps. This is a
ridiculous argument, but  we have
to disprove it.

b. Nevada requires traps be visited
every 96 hours. This means an ani-
mal languishes in agony four days.
We sought 24 hour visitation which is
the law in 33 states. Unfortunately,
this measure was amended leaving us
in legal limbo. The matter was
referred to the Wildlife Commission to
“consider” shorter visitation times for
devices “placed in close proximity to a
populated or heavily used area”. This
language is stunningly vague, so
debate has been lengthy, occupying
four long meetings since June, 2013.

We got this unsatisfactory result
because trappers convinced legislators
that their proud “tradition” would die
with shorter visitation. They need four
days to visit lines of traps, some with

TRAILSAFE FIGHTS
TRAPPING IN NEVADA

Please see TRAPPING IN
NEVADAPage 9

BY TRISH SWAIN

Beowulf, trapped on his own property!
Visit www.trailsafe.org
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over 100 traps. There is no limit on
number of traps they can set, nor
number of animals they can maim
and kill.  

Current Situation
At the latest TRC meeting, April 5

in Las Vegas, a commissioner pro-
posed  to trade off shorter visitation
times with “trapper education.”
Trappers jumped on this bandwagon.
We don’t think they can pull off this
outrageous political maneuver, but
again, it puts us in a holding pattern.
So we plod on, dealing with the road-
blocks.

But there’s plenty of good news.
We’re attracting more supporters all
the time. There are 1200 on our mail-
ing list. Our alerts are forwarded by
Nevada Humane Society, ASPCA,
Born Free USA and Best Friends to
their extensive lists.

Some of our new supporters are
rural folks and ranchers, so our oppo-
sition cannot credibly maintain trap-
ping is a rural/urban issue. Trapping
is a humane issue and  “rurals”
include plenty of humane people.
Further, trappers can’t keep claim-
ing nobody gets hurt. We have
three confirmed cases of hand
injuries suffered by people trying
to get their pets out of traps.

So it’s a matter of time, public edu-
cation, and team building. Our team

conibear trap . .. I just want the same
rights and opportunity to enjoy the
outdoors and “my” wildlife as the
trappers!” – Public Comment, March
2013 

• Nevada trappers killed 3,737 non-
target animals and birds between
2002-2013

• Pelts from 17 species were sold at
the annual Fur Sale Feb. 2014. 1,802
bobcat pelts were sold for an average
$420.35 apiece. One of exceptional
quality brought $1,059

• Dept. of Agriculture Wildlife
Services killed (frequently with traps)
5,176 Nevada ?coyotes in 2011

Very sad photo.  Trish just stumbled
upon this pair of coyotes left by a
pro-trapping advocate.

--------------------------
Trish Swain is the Coordinator of

TrailSafe Nevada, visit: 
http://www.trailsafe.org/ 

grows all the time, and attracts some of
the best and brightest I could ever hope
to meet.

Here are some quick clips from the
recent meeting which I call:

Phantasmagoria
I wish what happened in Vegas

stayed in Vegas, but it’s still here to
haunt me today.

In public testimony before 140 peo-
ple, a girl in a flowered dress tells us
she just started trapping and she finds it
“empowering”.

Then a guy in an American flag T-
shirt lifts each of his pre-school little
girls up to the microphone so they can
pipe: “I like hunting and trapping.”
Murmurs from our humane contingent
(who, interestingly, always sit on the
left side of the room whereas the
hunters and trappers sit on the right)
“Child abuse!”

Trappers keep asking why are we
doing all this. One of the two moder-
ates on the committee, explains “it
comes down to values”.

The president of the trappers’
association tells all regarding his
unfair and unjustified citation for
failing to visit his traps, even within
the 96 hour period. He testifies that
he has pneumonia and truck trouble.
He goes on to accuse his opposition
(us) of “cultural genocide”. He is
“falling on his sword” being
destroyed “inch by inch” by “Pol
Pot, Germany”. His culture which
harks back to Kit Carson, is being
destroyed “a pound of flesh at a
time.”

I say it’s the bobcats and the coy-
otes and the kit foxes and the
beavers and the raccoons being
destroyed “a pound of flesh at a
time.”

. . .I want to know I can let my dog off
leash to run amok in the trees or the
sagebrush and enjoy life as a dog with-
out worry he may be caught in a snare,
leg hold or even worse a deadly

TRAPPING IN NEVADA
Continued from page 8

This adorable cat was found trapped
near a local school. Nevada Humane
Society amputated two toes. Nobody
claimed her despite all the local publicity,
so I adopted Trapper Jane Oct. 2010. She
now enjoys full mobility, and I enjoy a lit-
tle purring lovebug who turned me into a
baby-talking old lady cat person.

The photo below is shocking. We
thought these were pieces of wood at
first!
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When coyote researcher and
Barnstable (Mass.) High School
Science teacher Dr. Jonathan Way
wrote to the Town Manager in 2006,
he was seeking an injunction against
coyote hunting in the town, and an
injunction against any large mammal
hunting on Sandy Neck Beach, which
is a study area for many researchers.
The beach has rare species and biolo-
gists often studied them there. Way
and his associates had radio-collared
deer, fox, and coyotes to monitor their
movements, but sadly, hunters had
shot many of them.  He pointed out
that by banning hunting there, a beau-
tiful natural eco-system would be pre-
served for the residents and visiting
scientists.  There were no other natural
areas nearby that ban hunting, so if
Barnstable officials agreed with his
proposal the town would benefit from
being unique in protecting its local
wildlife. With 50,000 residents and
less than 100 persons signed up for
hunting, the vast majority of towns-
folk would be served by having a local
sanctuary.  Tourism revenue would
likely increase as birders, photogra-
phers, and other peaceful wildlife
watchers were attracted to the town.

Regarding coyotes, Way noted that
hunting them actually increases their
numbers, thus, the argument that
killing coyotes helps reduce a danger

to local pets is proven false.
Unfortunately, town officials ignored
his request and hunting continued.  As
Way said, in spite of the fact that
hunters make up only 1% of the
population of the state, non-hunters
have no voice in wildlife manage-
ment in Massachusetts. Here, as
elsewhere across the country, state fish
and game agencies are bound to the
firearms industry and work with this
tiny minority, ignoring the reality that
much more money comes into state
coffers from wildlife watchers.

Compounding the illogic of the situ-
ation, in 2009 the Mass. Dept. of
Fisheries and Wildlife made it nearly
impossible for Dr. Way to continue his
research by claiming that his radio-
collaring of coyotes violated trapping
laws, and they delayed renewal of his
permit.  At the same time, state offi-
cials extended the hunting season on
coyotes by a further five weeks; coy-

otes can now be legally killed from
October through March.

Way published a book about his
coyote research, Suburban Howls.
“The book is a celebration of my study
subjects.  I think it will help people
appreciate that they are part of the
landscape. They are one part of the
ecosystem.”  He agrees that there
should be a buffer of sorts between
humans and coyotes, but it is up to
humans to make it a harmless one.
Killing these intelligent, resilient, and
amazingly adaptable wild canines is
unnecessary and cruel.  They play a
vital role in maintaining species diver-
sity and ecological balance.  Besides,
Way adds, “These animals have just as
much right to be around here as we
do.”

Please visit Jon’s excellent website:
http://www.easterncoyoteresearch.co
m.  His books are Suburban Howls,
My Yellowstone Experience, and
Coywolf.  And support creating a
wildlife watching refuge in Barnstable
by clicking on the link that says
“Support ECR.”   

“If we are indeed the highest form
of intelligent life, shouldn’t we be
the most adaptable? And therein,
shouldn’t we reap a blessing out of
sharing our space with the wild ani-
mals that make our world a better
and more sustainable place?”
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In Iowa, Bird Hunting Replaces Hog Farming
FROM IOWA FARMER TODAY, SENT TO US BY MERLE WILSON

A growing trend
in IA is the collu-
sion between farm-
ers and game agen-
cies causing an
increase in private

hunt operations for pheasants and
chukars.

To satisfy other hunters who don’t
want to pay private fees, the private
preserve has to release 500 birds every
year.  The universities that work with
the game agencies to develop these

operations call it “Value-Added
Agriculture Program.”

The market is seen as the “bird-dog
owner who wants to work his dog or
dogs with birds.”

Financially it works this way:
Hunters typically buy 3 or 4 birds each.
Prices ranged from $8 for quail to $25
for exotic pheasants.  Additionally, the
operation can provide guides for
another fee. 

Farmers claim that they have issues
with predators from fox to hawks.  No

doubt that leads to more hunting and
trapping.  At every stage of this money
pours into the game agencies.

--------------------------
C.A.S.H. encourages animal protec-

tive enterprise that appeals to wildlife
watchers. It will be good for the animals,
and will uplift our political position.

We further encourage our members
to join or form a chapter of the
League of Humane Voters (LOHV) to
make animal killing and exploitation
enterprise illegal. Please visit
www.lohv.org

RESEARCHER SAID HUNTING AND TRAPPING
COYOTES INCREASES THEIR POPULATION

BY E.M. FAY



PAGE 11

Let’s put taxes into two categories:
1) General Taxes which everybody,

every general consumer, pays: such as
sales-tax, property-tax, and income
tax, which go into the general fund of
the taxing authority from which they
can be used to cover any kind of gov-
ernment expense: police force, ambu-
lance service, fire-department, high-
way department etc.

2) Dedicated Taxes paid only by a
relatively narrow segment of the pop-
ulation and used for very specific gov-
ernmental expenditures. For example,
a state or county can have a hotel tax
at convention hotels, and the funds
derived from those taxes is used to
promote the state or county as a con-
vention hot-spot.

Most tax-payers will complain
about general taxes because we feel
that not all the projects that the gov-
ernment is funding with our tax
monies are worth doing.  So we are
constantly up in arms about increasing
taxes.

Dedicated taxes are frequently
accepted by the tax-payers since they

feel that they get a direct benefit from
the expenditure of those funds. One
hotel on Main Street in Poughkeepsie
cannot afford full-page color ads in a
national travel magazine. But that
hotel is happy to charge a 5% room
tax which goes to funding such ads
and brings them more clients.

The current 11% excise tax on
firearms and ammunition is precisely
such a dedicated tax which can only
be spent to promote hunting and
shooting opportunities. This excise tax
pumps over $300 million each year
into the budgets of the state wildlife
regulating agencies.  The exact
amount per state is determined by a
formula depending on the state’s size
and the number of hunting licenses
sold in the state.

Because of the funding, the state
wildlife management agencies see the
hunters as their clients whose needs
have to be accommodated.  This
means creating large populations of
hunted species, thus creating problems
for farmers and orchard owners.  

The hunters are not complaining
about the 11% excise tax every time
they buy a new weapon or ammuni-
tion.  They know paying that excise
tax buys them more targets for next
year. 

How can we rein-in this cozy deal
with the hunters and the wildlife
management services? 

We suggest that since the hunters
are decreasing very rapidly, let’s
step in as wildlife watchers, absorb
a similar tax on our equipment and
gain the right to tell the wildlife
management agencies how to spend
our dedicated tax revenues to pro-
mote a healthy environment that
lets us enjoy wildlife recreationally
but not consumptively.

-------------------------- 
Peter Muller is the VP of C.A.S.H. 

WHY C.A.S.H. PROMOTES A DEDICATED WILDLIFE
WATCHING TAX THAT MAY BE USED ONLY FOR THE

NON-CONSUMPTIVE APPRECIATION OF WILDLIFE
(Careful oversight of proposed laws or acts is required)

BY PETER MULLER

BIG WIN FOR RACCOONS IN GEORGIA!
BY JULIE ROBERTSON

When animal advocates found out that
Georgia House Bill 423 was gaining
momentum fur begin to fly. HB 423
would have allowed raccoons in
Georgia to be trapped and used in terri-
fying field trial competitions where they
are held in cages while hunters train

their dogs to "tree-them". Terrified
caged raccoons are flung high into trees
or hauled across a field or body of water
as frantic, barking dogs give chase. They
are forced to endure this ordeal repeat-
edly-sometimes for hours on end.

In spite of the wealth, lobbying power,
and political influence, sponsors of the
bill had no idea what they were up
against. In fact, most thought that HB
423 would pass with flying colors. The
bill had already passed through the state
house with only one opposing vote, and
was poised to pass through the senate.
That's when local groups, Georgia
Animal Rights and Protection and the
League of Humane Voters, sent out an

emergency call for help. Word spread
and immediately animal activists, ani-
mal welfare groups, and compassionate
citizens from all over Georgia and
around the world responded en masse.
E-mails, calls, and a petition that
received more than 20,000 signatures
began pouring in to the state senators
and Governor. The outcry was heard
loud and clear by legislators and HB 423
was defeated.  

This is an incredible example of
how the nonviolent, pro-wildlife pub-
lic can come together to defeat
hunters and trappers. If it can happen
in Georgia, it can happen everywhere.
www.garpga.org    www.lohv.org
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Guest Comment by Lane Ferrante,
Ohio Coordinator of the League of Humane Voters

who writes in opposition to urban deer killing
Reprinted with permission of the author, original printed in the Plain Dealer

One can follow
urban deer killing
straight to the Ohio
Department of Natural
Resources, Division of
Wildlife. The DOW is
a pro-hunting state
agency with vested
interests. Its only rec-

ommendation is to kill wildlife, no mat-
ter the situation. This (the sale of hunt-
ing licenses) pays salaries and serves
their only constituency (hunters).
Hunters demand more, not less, deer --
and DOW delivers.

Hunting, gun and ammo interests
profit from the scientifically invalid
claim that deer need to be "man-
aged." They are managed - managed
into overpopulation or managed into
growing bigger trophy bucks,
through habitat manipulation, inten-
tional breeding, and through hunt-
ing, itself, which increases deer num-
bers by increasing fertility.

"Wildlife management to facilitate
hunting opportunities has been a key
contributor to deer overpopulation.
Traditional deer management centered
for years on the maximum sustained
yield model. Under this form of man-
agement, deer populations are main-
tained year to year at a level that pro-
duces maximum recruitment with the

maximum number of animals available
for hunters to harvest…" [Audubon
Society, white paper report, "Forest
Health and Ecological Integrity,"
March 2005]

DOW self-servingly offers itself to
town councils as the experts with the
answers. Council members are relieved
to have a politically expedient, if count-
er-productive, plan to present to the
public. It is easier than reading the actu-
al data and promoting innovative,
humane, effective solutions. It is an
uphill battle, fighting laziness, intransi-
gence, and greed - but a winnable one,
if public service prevails over political
expediency.

Due to the decline in hunting, the
National Fish and Game agency insti-
tuted a marketing strategy to retain and
recruit hunters. This has become the
established blueprint for foisting hunts
on the public: create urban hunting
zones to keep a dying "sport" alive.

Once hunting ordinances are passed,
and deer mismanagement programs are
in place, they are deemed a success and
continued from year to year with no
evaluation of their lack of effective-
ness. The public deserves better. The
deer pay with their lives, communities
are torn asunder, and deer populations
are intentionally exploded.

Mass slaughter of a gentle species

that are demonized for the intention-
al actions of those who profit from
their suffering, will end when citizens
demand humane, effective solutions,
such as the installation of Strieter
Lites or the DeerDeter Wildlife
Crossing Guard, which have been
proven to prevent deer-vehicle-acci-
dents.

The deer need your help in your com-
munities. To prevent/terminate the
killing, join us. Not only will you be
saving deer but also other wildlife
(likewise victimized through hunting),
domestic animals (killed, accidentally--
or intentionally, for kicks, by hunters),
and humans (hunting dramatically
increases deer-car collisions and rou-
tinely injures non-hunters). 

You will also be a proponent of prop-
erty rights; hunters act with impunity
against property owners who do not
want animals tormented and killed on
their property. The small percent of
Ohioans who hunt (6 percent) make all
decisions affecting wildlife in Ohio. It
is time for us to protect our wildlife,
human and animal family members,
and homes from the bullies.

If you want to learn more about
culling and wish to stop this barbaric
practice, please visit www.nocull.com
and sign up to become involved.
Please also visit www.lohv.org 

Lane Ferrante

NET AND BOLT KILLING OF DEER AT CORNELL
There are various forms of deer killing. “Net & bolt” is

one of the cruelest. CayugaDeer has been fighting and doc-
umenting culling in Ithaca, NY.  They write:

CayugaDeer.org has long maintained that the wildlife
division of NY State's
Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) seeks to
use the Ithaca community as a
gateway to “net and bolt”
killing of suburban deer -- a
technique widely condemned by
veterinary experts and humane
societies for its egregious cruel-

ty. Faculty and staff of Cornell’s DNR, whose actions often
serve to further the DEC’s cynical agenda while cloaking it
in a veil of perceived academic legitimacy, have been setting
up “Clover traps” (collapsible box traps) on Cornell-
owned property in various areas of the Town of Ithaca. They
are then killing the deer they capture by ramming a metal
rod into their skulls using a “captive bolt” device similar to
those used in slaughterhouses. 

To understand more about the nightmare of culling, please
visit this excellent website: www.cayugadeer.org and the
petition site: 

http://www.change.org/petitions/david-j-skorton-cornell-university-stop-trapping-deer-
and-shooting-metal-rods-into-their-brains 

http://www.change.org/petitions/david-j-skorton-cornell-university-stop-trapping-deer-and-shooting-metal-rods-into-their-brains 
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In Memoriam
Barbara Larson passed away on January 28, 2014 in

Saugerties, NY.  Barbara worked at the Catskill Game Farm
for almost 30 years.  When they closed down and auctioned
off the animals, she sobbed along with the animal advocates
who were there to rescue as many as they could. It was
Barbara who told Wildlife Watch of the three African
lions, black leopard, and three mountain lions desper-
ately in need of saving. She also gave us information that
allowed us to find the perfect person to transport these for-
midable passengers across the country. We will always
remember Barbara for the help she gave us, and her
extreme compassion for the many animals she raised

there. If not for her loving care and hand
rearing of many of the individuals, there
would have been even more misery.
Barbara’s husband, Ken, helped to save
many.  

The large cats went to the Wildcat
Sanctuary in Sandstone, MN, the potbel-
lies went to Pets Alive, and the cows went to the Catskill
Animal Sanctuary in Saugerties, NY.  Additionally, many
others went to various sanctuaries: Foster Parrots in Rhode
Island, Sunnyskies Bird and Animal Sanctuary in
Warwick, NY, and The Tusk and Bristle in Constantia, NY.

Who Should Read Exposing the Big Game?
BY JIM ROBERTSON

Imagine you’re a hunter and you just
bought a copy of Exposing the Big
Game to add to your collection of books
and magazines featuring photos of prize
bull elk, beefy bison and scary bears (the
kind of animals you objectify and fanta-
size about one day hanging in your tro-
phy room full of severed heads). This
one also includes pictures of “lesser”
creatures like prairie dogs and coyotes
you find plain ol’ fun to trap or shoot at.

You don’t normally read these books
(you’re too busy drooling over the four-
legged eye candy to be bothered), but for
some reason this one’s burning a hole in
your coffee table. So you take a deep
breath and summon up the courage to
contemplate the text and its meaning.
Several of the words are big and beyond
you, and you wish you had a dictionary,
but eventually you begin to figure out
that Exposing the Big Game is more
than just a bunch of exposed film featur-
ing the wild animals you think of as
“game.”

This book actually has a message and
the message is: hunting sucks!

You don’t want to believe it—the
notion that animals are individuals
rather than resources goes against
everything you’ve ever accepted as
truth. But reading on, you learn about

the lives of those you’ve always conve-
niently depersonalized. Finally it starts
to dawn on you that animals, such as
those gazing up at you from these
pages, are fellow earthlings with
thoughts and feelings of their own. By
the time you’ve finished the third chap-
ter your mind is made up to value them
for who they are, not what they are.
Now your life is changed forever!

Suddenly you’re enlightened and, like
the Grinch, your tiny heart grows three
sizes that day. The war is over and you
realize that the animals were never the
enemy after all. You spring up from the
sofa, march over to the gun cabinet and
grab your rifles, shotguns, traps, bows
and arrows. Hauling the whole cache out
to the chopping block, you smash the
armaments to bits with your splitting
maul. Next, you gather up your ammo,
orange vest and camouflage outfits and
dump ‘em down the outhouse hole.
Returning to the book, you now face the
animals with a clearer conscience, vow-
ing never to harm them again. You’re
determined to educate your hunter
friends with your newfound revelations
and rush out to buy them all copies of
Exposing the Big Game for Christmas…

Or suppose you are a non-hunter,

which, considering the national average
and the fact that the percentage of
hunters is dropping daily, is more than
likely. Avid hunters comprise less than 5
percent of Americans, while you non-
hunters make up approximately 90 per-
cent, and altruistically avid anti-hunters
represent an additional 5 percent of the
population. For you, this book will shed
new light on the evils of sport hunting,
incite outrage and spark a firm resolve to
help counter these atrocities.

And if you’re one of the magnani-
mous 5 percent—to whom this book is
dedicated—who have devoted your very
existence to advocating for justice by
challenging society’s pervasive double
standard regarding the value of human
versus nonhuman life, the photos of ani-
mals at peace in the wild will provide a
much needed break from the stress and
sadness that living with your eyes open
can sometimes bring on. As a special
treat cooked up just for your enjoyment,
a steaming cauldron of scalding satire
ladled lavishly about will serve as chik’n
soup for your anti-hunter’s soul.

So, who should read Exposing the
Big Game? Any hunter who hasn’t
smashed his weapons with a splitting
maul…or any non-hunter who isn’t
yet comfortable taking a stand as an
anti-hunter. The rest of you can sit
back and enjoy the pretty pictures.

--------------------------
Jim Robertson is author of Exposing

the Big Game: Living Targets of a Dying
Sport. The preceding was an excerpt
from the book. 
Contact: jim@animalsinthewild.comAn archery victim in OR

Photo of 
Jim Robertson
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BY JOE MIELE

GOT A QUESTION FOR UNCLE JOE? YOU CAN E-MAIL IT TO CASH@ABOLISHSPORTHUNTING.ORG. 
WOULD YOU RATHER SNAIL MAIL YOUR QUESTION?  SEND IT TO: 
ASK UNCLE JOE,
P.O. BOX 13815, LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 88013
UNCLE JOE GETS A LOT OF MAIL SO DON’T BE OFFENDED IF HE CANNOT ANSWER YOUR

QUESTION IN THE COURIER. HECK, HE’S GOTTA WORK A DAY JOB, TOO.
LETTERS ARE PRINTED AS RECEIVED. THEY ARE UNEDITED.

ASK UNCLE JOE

Ask Uncle Joe - 3-26-14
Dear Uncle Joe:
Do you guys consider bees to be wildlife?

Last year we had a lot of bees in a tree and I may
need to address them soon.  Is there a way to
relocate a hive humanely?  I know how impor-
tant bees are but I don't want them this close to
the house.  I'm afraid of being stung.

Sherry
Victoria, TX

Hi Sherry,
Thanks for asking!  The good news is that if

they are truly honey bees and not yellowjacket
wasps, the risk of being stung by them is
remote, unless you intentionally agitate them
for some reason.

Find out if there is a local beekeeper in the
area.  They might be able to help by setting up a
decoy hive near the main bee entrance in the tree
and coaxing the bees into it.  The decoy hive (a
plain wooden box could work well) needs to be
in place for a few weeks until they comfortably
make it their home, and then the beekeeper can
smoke the bees out of the tree and into the box
and then take it elsewhere. 

If there is no local beekeeper search for bee
removal services in your area (they will charge a
fee for their service).  Interview them thorough-
ly to make sure they will relocate the bees and
not just provide "pest control" services.  Also
make sure they will remove all honey if some is
present since left behind honey will attract other
animals and insects if it is not defended by a
colony of bees.

If these options do not work for you it is pos-
sible to move the bees yourself.  Put on some
protective clothing, making sure to tie or tape it
tightly around your wrists, waist, and ankles.
Bundle up some old rags or newspaper and light
them on fire - just be sure you have a bucket of
water or a hose nearby in case you need to
quickly put out a small fire.  Blow the fire out
quickly because all you're trying to do is create
some smoke, and put the smoldering rags/news-
paper near the entrance to the hive.  Soon you'll
see the bees fly out.  You may have to repeat this
several times to be sure that all the bees have left
the tree.  Once you're certain all the bees have
left the tree, seal up the holes the bees were
using as entrances and exits.  You may want to
consult a local arborist who can determine the
health of the tree because in some cases it may
need to be taken down to prevent the risk of ter-
mites migrating from the tree to your home.

Good luck!  Let us know how it goes.
Peace, Uncle Joe
-------------------------
Dear Uncle Joe:
We recently bought some property with an old

barn that we're going to use for our horse.  My
husband went into the crawl space and found
some boxes with some animal furs.  Some were
flattened and one was attached to a hoop.  My
husband wants to make pillows out of them but I
thought there might be something we could do
with them to help wildlife?  Maybe pile them in
the corner of the barn and let the squirrels have
a warm nest?

Katie and James,
Warsaw, MO

Hello Katie and James,
Great question!  I hear the question "what can

I do with animal fur" from time to time but it is
often from someone who has an old fur coat that
they will not wear.  This is a case where you can
enlist the help of a local wildlife rehabilitator.
You can call Wildlife Watch at 877-wildhelp,
and they will give you contact information for
your nearest wildlife rehabilitator.  Often they
can use animal furs as bedding for orphaned
wildlife - to comfort them through stressful
times before they are able to be released.  The
skin stretched on the hoop is from a beaver - this
is a common way trappers prepare furs for mar-
ket or display.

Peace, Uncle Joe
------------------------- 
Dear Uncle Joe,
I'm a single dad raising a terrific daughter to

respect animals and wildlife in a community that
is far more pro-hunting than any should be.  My
daughter, Amber, came home from school recent-
ly very upset because a girl in her class told her
that she and her brother went turkey hunting and
she showed her pictures of her with the dead
turkey.  She was upset because her friend had
shot the turkey and was talking about it as if it
was something to be proud of.  I'm glad Amber
had the reaction she did but she's having a hard
time coming to terms with knowing this about her
friend.  We've always been a family that has loved
animals but I don't know exactly how to explain
to her that some people hunt for enjoyment.  

Thank you for your hard work for wildlife.
Please come to Florida we need you here!

Michael,
Tallahassee, FL

Dear Michael,
Amber sounds like a terrific kid and she's

lucky to have a dad who respects wildlife in the
face of the status quo.  If I were her dad, I'd first
ask her to tell her friend that she does not want
to hear hunting stories or see pictures of dead
animals. Since this is happening in school, you
might want to call the teacher and ask that this
not happen in the classroom.  It is the teacher's
job to make sure that students do not disrupt
classroom instruction which happens when your
daughter is shown hunting photos.  If Amber
feels comfortable approaching the teacher her-
self, she should do so requesting the same thing.
The object of this is not to get her friend in trou-
ble, only to control and limit what is and what is
not acceptable in class.   Amber may want to tell
her friend how precious she feels wildlife is.

Turn this unfortunate event into an opportuni-
ty to bring her in closer touch with wildlife and
nature.  Spend an evening on the computer look-
ing up wildlife native to the area quiz each other
about them, and spend a day this weekend at a
state park hanging out with the animals who are
there.  This will have a positive impact on her
and on your future grandchildren should she
choose to have kids of her own someday.

Peace, Uncle Joe
-------------------------
Dear Uncle Joe:
I just got a ducjk dynasty stuffed guy of phil

roberson they are tv stars now and you on food
stamps and poor.ha Ha ha ha where are the
uncle joe merchandise in stores probably in the
garbage bin in back ha hahah my dad watches
the show with me and my dad gonna let me buy
a show time with birthday money and he will
give me the rest. We will go hunting and name
the first duck we get Phil or maybe joe you peo-
ple suck leaveus alon e.

Signed ur mama

Dear Mom,
You don't seem well, are you ok?  I know I

have not called in a week or so and I'm sorry
about that, but it seems that you've gone down-
hill rather quickly.  Is there something I can do
to help?  You've been sharp as a tack in recent
years and while I know you're getting older and
might not be at the top of your game, watching
Duck Dynasty and buying plushies of Phil
Robertson concerns me.  And you watch it with
Grandpa?  He died 20 years ago.

Mom, call me.  I'm worried.
Love, Joe
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CASH HAT
Neon Orange, one size fits all. $7.50

C.A.S.H. CATALOG

C.A.S.H. T-SHIRT, 
X-LARGE, 

BRIGHT ORANGE—$12.00

Front of shirt

HOW YOU CAN HELP US DO MORE:
√ Become a member
√ Include WILDLIFE WATCH, INC. in your
will (you may earmark bequests for C.A.S.H.). If
you have general questions about leaving a bequest
in your Will to Wildlife Watch, or making Wildlife
Watch the beneficiary of life insurance or other
assets, you can contact Frances Carlisle, Esq. at
212-213-0172.  Frances Carlisle is a trusts and
estates attorney with expertise in advising clients
about bequests and other types of disposition to
charitable organizations.
√ Donate shares of stock, avoid capital gains and
get a tax deduction! Notify your broker or the com-
pany whose stock you hold. Ask them to transfer
stock to Wildlife Watch, Inc. Federal Tax
Identification Number: 13-3076705
A copy of our latest annual report may be obtained
from Wildlife Watch, Inc., or from the Office of the
Attorney General, Charities Bureau, 120
Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

A Voice in the Wilderness
Videotape approximately 20 minutes.

$12.00 and $8 for members.

This video is an expose of wildlife
management by Luke Dommer,
founder of C.A.S.H. It was produced
by Focus on Animals, CT.  Esther
Mechler of Focus has generously
given C.A.S.H.
the right to sell
this videotape.
Copies have
been generously
donated by
Nancy Gordon
of HAVE, an
a u d i o - v i s u a l
company in
Hudson, NY. Luke Dommer

Fans of Pete’s Humor                    www.ebaumsworld.com/pictures/view/557305/# 

PETER’S HUMOR?
C.A.S.H. apologizes if you are not amused

BY PETER MULLER, V.P. C.A.S.H

Peter's Humor?

A hunter did not return from hunt-

ing. The next morning a search party

was sent out to look for him. At the

end of several days of unsuccessfully

searching by teams of volunteers,

police, and a rescue helicopter, the

leader of the search team called the

hunter's wife and informed her "we

have done everything humanly possible

- but I'm sorry to have to tell you that

you should prepare for the worst."  She

then brought his stuff back home from

the Salvation Army.

☺☺☺

At a fundraiser, the New York State

DEC held a special $3 million lottery

only for hunters. The first prize was

getting, totally tax free, $3 a year for

one million years.  Can you guess what

the second prize was?

If your guess wins, you will get hon-

orable mention in the next newsletter.

Please email: wildwatch@verizon.net

and put "Pete's humor" in the subject

line.

☺☺☺

All Western State game depart-

ments put out warnings to hunters to

be especially on the alert for grizzly

bears at this time of year. They sug-

gest wearing little bells to warn bears

of their presence and to carry pepper

spray to ward off a possible attack.

They also tell Hunters to learn to rec-

ognize grizzly bear scat, which fre-

quently contains little bells and smells

of pepper spray.

☺☺☺

A hunter, new to the Arctic, comes

face-to-face with a polar bear. He dis-

covers that his rifle is frozen to his

gloves - there is no way he can get off

a shot. Afraid of being eaten, in des-

peration, he falls to his knees and

prays for a miracle. The polar bear

approaches him, examines the praying

hunter, kneels down beside him and

starts praying also. The hunter loudly

proclaims his gratitude for the miracu-

lous salvation. The polar bear opens one

eye and growls "Please doesn't talk

while I'm saying grace for the bounti-

ful meal which the lord has provided."

C.A.S.H. is grateful to 
The Mary T. and Frank L. Hoffman 

Family Foundation
for hosting the C.A.S.H. website!

Thanks to Priscilla Cohn for sending this Darwin strikes again article:

Michigan Man Shoots Himself in the Head
While Trying to Demonstrate Gun Safety
The victim reportedly held three

handguns to his head and pulled the
trigger, explaining that firearms are
safe when they're not loaded. A fatal

bullet was discharged from the third
gun.

www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/feb/24/ma
n-fatally-shoots-self-during-gun-safety-lesson/

www.abolishsporthunting.org/Jokes
http://www.all-creatures.org/cash/index.html
www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/feb/24/man-fatally-shoots-self-during-gun-safety-lesson/
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PLEASE CLIP OUT AND MAIL IN THE ENCLOSED REMITTANCE ENVELOPE:

C.A.S.H. CATALOG ORDER BLANK

☺ YES, I WANT TO HELP THE COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH SPORT HUNTING END THE WAR ON WILDLIFE:
☺ I AM HAPPY TO BECOME A Basic Plus Member for $50 _____________

I will receive the C.A.S.H. hat, return address labels, and newsletter.  Check if you do not want a hat.____
☺ I am happy to become a Basic member for $35_________

I will receive the C.A.S.H. newsletter and return address labels.
☺ I am happy to contribute but cannot become a member now ________
C.A.S.H. accepts MasterCard or Visa:
Card #_____________________________________________
Amount_________________________ Exp. Date:________________
Signature______________________________________________

All donations are tax-deductible.
My e-mail address is _____________________________________________
You can also pay through PayPal at www.abolishsporthunting.org link to “Donate”  Thank You!

Description Qty $ Each $ Total

Subtotal: __________
Shipping and Handling: __$5.00___

NYS  residents must add appropriate sales tax: __________
Additional contribution to help

C.A.S.H. carry on its work: __________
Total: __________

You can now pay with:
Mastercard/Visa #  ________________________

Expir. Date: _____________
Signature: _______________________________

Your Name: ________________________________
Street: ____________________________________
City: _______________________
State: ____________________ Zip: _____________
Day Phone: ________________________
Eve Phone: _________________________
Fax: __________________
E-Mail: ____________________
Date: ______________________
Special Instructions: __________________________
__________________________________________
Ship to address below (if different from above):
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: C.A.S.H. or Committee to Abolish Sport Hunting  or Wildlife Watch, Inc.

Cut out along this dotted line if returning order form


